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Artist Statement

@ Anne M. Gaal

Hi! My name is Anne Gaal (rhymes with “smile”) and I’'m excited to be

sharing my photographs with you. | love animals, being outdoors, and discovering new places — and this
is reflected in my photography. | like to think that, through my images, | can encourage others to take
better care of animals and our environment.

| prefer to take tightly cropped photos that allow me to concentrate attention on my subjects. This
includes simplifying the background so the focus goes straight to the important details. | like to get in
close and really “see” something well — the light, the contrasts, the shapes, the textures, and the rich
vibrant colors.

Photography is an adventure for me. | rarely set out with the final image already formed in my mind.
Instead, I love to explore and almost stumble across my subjects, waiting for just the right moment to
capture my discovered treasures forever in a photograph. This lets me show the unique personalities of
my subjects in my images — even an outdoor scene can have a distinct personality or mood. And, never
knowing what I'll find keeps my work exciting, fresh, and fun!

Generally, | use a digital SLR (single lens reflex) camera — although | occasionally use film or point-and-
shoot cameras. | like using the digital format, because it lets me see my pictures almost instantly. Digital
also makes it easier for me to process my photos in my “digital darkroom” and more quickly prepare
them for sale as prints and gifts.

| sell my work exclusively online, at http://www.gaalphotography.com. Having an online store allows my
photography to be available 24/7 and makes it easier for me to be out in the field doing what I love:
taking photographs.

Thank you for taking an interest in me and my photography.

Biography

My grandmother gave me my first Brownie camera when | was about 6 years old. | loved shooting
pictures with it — whether it actually contained film or not — and took it with me on all sorts of
adventures. | entered my first photography contest in the 7th grade and placed with a pinhole camera
photograph of a fire hydrant. | have been taking pictures nearly all my life, but only recently devoted
myself full-time to my photography, after 16+ years as a technical writer and Web developer. | am
having a great time with my new career and hope you enjoy my work!
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